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Robert Pekkanen is Assistant Professor of International Studies at the Henry M. Jackson School of 

International Studies at the University of Washington. He received his Ph.D. in political science from Harvard 

University in 2002.  He has published several pieces analyzing civil society in Japan, including articles in The 

Journal of Japanese Studies, The Journal of East Asian Studies, and several book chapters. He has also worked 

on a database of Japanese party positions from 1980-2004, and plans to extend the research question to 

comparisons of Italy and New Zealand. 
For further information, contact the Director of the Center for Asian Studies, Professor Quansheng Zhao or Aria Bailey (202-885-1760)  


