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The 2007 Nigerian elections are a critical moment in the country’s movement towards 
democracy.   One hopes it will be the first time in Nigeria’s history that one democratically 
elected President will hand over power to another democratically elected President.  
However, given the poor administrative preparations, the tense political atmosphere, and the 
efforts by the current President to try to remain in power and prevent a leading candidate 
from contesting the vote, the process and the outcome are very uncertain.  As the most 
populous African country, these elections will profoundly affect not just Nigeria, but also 
democratic values and stability in the region.  
 
Located in Washington, DC, American University (www.american.edu) is a leader in global 
education, enrolling a diverse student body from throughout the U.S. and nearly 150 
countries and providing opportunities for academic excellence, public service and 
internships in the nation’s capital and around the world.  
 
For media assistance, contact the American University and ABTI-American University of 
Nigeria’s Washington Office at 202-885-3966 or aaun@american.edu.  
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