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Mr. Fischer has held three internationally appointed positions in post-conflict electoral transitions.  
In 1996, he was appointed by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to 
serve as Director General of Elections for the first post-conflict elections in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. In 1999, Mr. Fischer was appointed by the United Nations (UN) as Chief Electoral 
Officer for the Popular Consultation for East Timor.  And, in 2000, Mr. Fischer received a joint 
appointment from the UN and OSCE to head the Joint Registration Taskforce in Kosovo and served 
as the OSCE’s Director of Election Operations in Kosovo.  Additionally, Mr. Fischer served as a 
senior advisor to the UN and Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq during the 2005 election 
cycle.  
 
Since 1987, Mr. Fischer has participated in electoral assistance, observation, or conference projects 
in over 50 countries and territories in the Americas, Europe, Middle East, Africa, and Asia. Mr. 
Fischer recently conducted an electoral assessment for the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) to Somalia (Baidoa, Somaliland, and Puntland) where he examined citizen identity, 
electoral rights, and public servant accountability; and in Afghanistan to examine voter registration 
options. 
 
Mr. Fischer has also served as a municipal and state election official in the United States serving as 
both a Commissioner on the Kansas City (Missouri) Election Board (1985 – 1989) and the Missouri 
Campaign Finance Review Board (1990-1992).   
 
Mr. Fischer has published numerous articles on electoral issues. He was recently a Visiting Lecturer 
in International Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at 
Princeton University teaching a policy working group on Managing Elections in Fragile States.   
    


